
 

Robotics & Remote Systems Division 
Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 

June 12, 2016 
Hyatt Regency New Orleans 

New Orleans, LA 

 
 

1. Call to order and welcome 

● 12:05 Meeting called to order by Chris Eason. 

● Attendance: Noakes, Eason, Pryor, Minichan, Lagos, Park, Shaw  

● Proxies: Cato, Stiles, O’Neil, Canfield   

● Also Attending: Jim Tulenko 

 

2. Approval of previous minutes 

● Minutes from the November 09, 2015 RRSD meeting in Washington, DC were 

unanimously approved. 

 

3.  Treasurer’s Report. 

 2016 RRSD income and spending report was reviewed. 

 AI - It was noted that $500 from the General Fund was used for Student Support 

whereas it should have come from the Student Support Fund.   

 

4. Topical Meeting Update (D&RS 2016, July 31-August 3, 2016 in Pittsburgh, PA) 

 Mark Noakes provided an update on the progress of the Topical Meeting planning. 

RRSD working well with DES. 

 About 100 papers were submitted for presentation at the meeting. 

 Good speakers lined up for the opening and closing plenaries.  

 ROS panel planned and there will also be a workshop on Thursday. 

 Mitch Pryor indicated that interest in robotics is being expressed by DOE from Rod 

Rimando.  How to take technology from academics to industrial environments.  ROS 

Industrial was described in this conversation. 

 Ray Goertz Award – there is unanimous support for the nomination of Frank Heckendorn 

to receive the Award during the topical. 

 Overall movement toward the Topical is going well. 

 Weakness – the number of co-sponsors which have signed on to support the 

conference. 

 Exhibitors and Booths have a limited number of participants signed up. 

 Gail Hawk (Local Chapter)  Wants a competition but organization is not going well at this 

point. 

 May abandon competition and focus on workshop. 

 

5. Report on Chair’s workshop 

 ANS issued a statement on Diversity.  (Make sure everyone is treated equally and 

properly.) 

 Membership 

o Increase student membership 
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o Focus on local chapters, not all local members are national society members. 

o Currently, the local sections make most of the money on topicals. 

o Potential change – If local section hosts a topical, they must be a national 

member. 

 Plan to suggest ANS consider more security at large international meetings. 

 ANS Challenge – National goals that are challenging – Division to come up with goals 

also. 

 New communication method being rolled out.  Collaborate Tool 

 AI - Have about 300 members but it’s not easy to identify them.  Rick M. to share list 

received from ANS with list of RRSD members. 

 

6. Student Conference Presentation 

 2016 Student Conference Report 

o Students Matthew Jasica and Kalin Kiesling reported on the success of the 

conference and expressed their appreciation for our support.  A conference 

summary is attached for reference. 

 2017 Student Conference 

o Students Brendan Stack and Miriam Rathbun presented material about the 

conference 

o Will be held in Pittsburg April 6-9, 2017 

o Theme – Dispelling Nuclear Myths 

o They will return during the ANS Winter meeting to request support.  

o Letter of information attached 

 

7. Old Action Items Update 

 Reviewed RRSD action item list and updated 

 Discussed teaming with IEEE for next Topical 

 

8. ANS Report on RRSD Metrics. 

 Chris Eason shared information on the BOD presentation 

 AI - Need to re-submit By-Laws and Rules in new format 

 

9.  Waste Management Symposia  

 The WM information was presented by Gary Benda (WM Director) 

 WM 2017  

o Featured Country Japan 

o Rod Rimando (DOE) wants to push more robotics 

 WM 2018 

o Instead of featuring a country, the focus will be on Robotics 

 Note – Minutes reflect subjects and sequence from the agenda, however, this topic was 

presented after topic #6 Student Conference. 
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10. Web Page 

 Web Page was updated to the new format 

 AI - Need to update with new information (new officers, responsibilities and contacts) 

 Young Soo Park indicated his willingness to help with website as needed 

 

11. Newsletter 

 AI - Need to issue a newsletter before the 2016 Topical to promote participation  

 

12. Student Activities 

 Supported several student robotics teams as determined from last committee meeting. 

 No new requests to consider 

 

Break 

 

13. Publications 

 No RRSD articles have been submitted into Nuclear News. 

 Need to submit something to a publication Nuclear News, AGS Enclosure Magazine etc. 

 

14. Membership 

 RRSD membership hovers around 300 

 FIU ANS chapter formed, they are a member of the local chapter but this does not mean 

they have national ANS membership 

 A surge in membership is expected following the D&RS 2016 meeting 

 

15. Liaison with other societies 

 IEEE and AGS informally 

 Targeting a joint topical with IEEE in the future 

 

16. Tactical and Strategic Plan Update 

 Discussed changes in 1 year tactical plan 

 5 Year plan basically only updated the dates 

 

17. Old Business 

 Covered in old action items 

 

18. New Business 

 For Future Topicals – consider assigning session chairs and topics in the beginning.  

The session chairs are then responsible for soliciting papers.   

 

19. Summary of Action Items 
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 The action item list will be updated and distributed with the minutes. 

 

Plaques were presented to Committee members completing a term as follows: 

 Mark Noakes  Ex-Officio Chair 

 Mitch Prior  Vice Chair 

 Leonel Lagos  Treasurer 

 Rick Minichan  Secretary 

 Chris Eason  Chair 

 Steve Canfield  Committee  (Not present, plaque to be mailed) 

 Matthew Cole  Committee  (Not present, plaque to be mailed) 

 

18. Adjourn 

 Meeting was adjourned at 2:45 pm 

 

Next meeting at D&RS 2016 

August 4, 2016, Pittsburg, PA – Sheraton Station Square 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachments 

 Attendance Sheet    

 2016 Student Conference Summary 

 2017 Student Conference Letter 

 Proxy sheets (4)   

 Action Item List 
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